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Police Officers were 
notified of a call for 
service with a call box 
similar to the one 
depicted in this photo. 

Police Officer during 
the 1890s 

 The Town of Newton is centrally located in Sussex County, New Jersey.  It was originally 
settled in October of 1751 and was known as Newton Township.  During the late 1700s, Newton 
Township rose as a regional service center.  On December 12, 1761, Governor Josiah Hardy 
established Newton Township as the County Seat of Sussex County. 
 
 ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǳǎǎŜȄ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǊŀǇƛŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
growth to bŜǿǘƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ bŜǿǘƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 
was incorporated as a town on March 10, 1864. 
 
      In the 1890s, the protection of life and property and the function of preserving the peace in 
Newton were delegated to Constables who were appointed by the Town Committee.  Each 
Constable had to present an official bond to the Town Committee and they had to be approved by 
the Committee.  The Constables served all of Sussex County as well. 
 
      On March 8, 1898, an election was held in the Town of Newton.  As a result 
of the election, the Committee of the Town of Newton was able to allocate $1,000 
for the salary of a Police force.  During the next Town Committee meeting, which 
was on March 17, 1898, a petition was presented that called for the appointment 
of Isaac Harris and John T. Wheeler as Policemen. 
 
      On July 6, 1898, during a Town Committee meeting, it was ordered that the 
Committee appoint two policemen for a term of 1 year.  The next day, John T. 
Wheeler and Joseph W. Devore were nominated for Policemen for the Town of 
Newton.  It was ordered that the Policemen were to be paid an annual salary of 
$500 each which they would receive in monthly installments.  The Town of Newton 
agrŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛŎŜƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀŘƎŜΣ ōŜƭǘ ŀƴŘ ōŀǘƻƴΦ  hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ²ƘŜŜƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
Devore agreed to purchase their own uniforms, which had to be blue in color. 
 

On July 22, 1898, the Town Committee passed an ordinance for the 
appointment of two Policemen.  On this date, John T. Wheeler and Joseph W. 
Devore were officially appointed and employed as Policemen for a 1 year term. 
 
 An ordinance was also passed which regulated the conduct and specified 
the duties of Policemen.  The Policemen had to conduct themselves in a 
gentlemanly manner at all times.  They were not allowed to frequent or loiter in 
and about hotels or salons except in the performance of their duties.  The 
Policemen had to enforce the ordinances and arrest all loiters and disorderly 
persons on the street and sidewalks and preserve the peace and good order in 
the Town of Newton. 
 

The Policemen worked a day shift and a night shift and patrolled the streets 
on foot.  The officer on dayshift worked every day from 2pm to 1am while the 
officer on nightshift worked every day from 6pm until daylight the next day.  The 

officer that worked dayshift had a break from 6pm to 7pm and had to work Sunday from 10am to 
12pm. 
 
 On May 8, 1899, Officer Joseph W. Devore tendered his resignation as Policeman.  The 
following month, Judson K. Gunn was nominated to fill the vacancy of Policeman. 
 
      On July 22, 1899, the Town Committee reappointed Officer John T. Wheeler and appointed 
Judson K. Gunn as Policeman.  Officers Wheeler and Gunn would serve Newton together for the 
next six years.  In July of 1901, the officers would see their first salary increase as the Town raised 
their annual salaries to $600 a year. 
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115 Spring Street as it currently looks today. 

Officers carried 
equipment similar to the 
equipment that is 
depicted in this picture. 

 
      On November 3, 1903, the Town Committee granted Officers Wheeler and Gunn their first 
vacation.  They were granted a 10 day vacation.  Each officer agreed to work from 4pm to 6am 
while the other officer was on vacation. 
 
      On June 1, 1910, The Newton Police Department was 
officially created.  The Town Committee passed an ordinance 
that called for the establishment of the Police Department.  The 
Police Department was located at 115 Spring Street, which is on 
the corner of Spring Street and Moran Street.  The building was 
known as the Howell Building and it was the home of the Town 
Committee offices as well as the Police Department, which was 
located on the 2nd floor. 
 
      Police Officers would be notified of a call for service by either 
a light signal or a siren that was mounted at the Newton Fire Department on Spring Street.  The 
department continued to maintain two Police Officers on its force until the 1920s. 
     
      During the 1920s, the Newton Police Department saw several changes 
occur.  With the population of the Town growing, the Police Department 
needed to grow as well.  In 1923, the Town Committee hired a Special Officer, 
who worked part-time, to assist its Regular Policemen.  The following year, the 
Committee hired another Special Officer.  In January of 1927, the Town 
Committee hired another Regular Police Officer, making the Newton Police a 
three man department.  In June of that same year, the Town Committee 
purchased firearms, along with holsters, for the Police Department. 
 
 By 1930, the Newton Police Department had grown to six Police Officers, 
three Regular Policemen and three Special Policemen.  During the 1930s, the 
Newton Police Department had two Police Officers receive promotions.  On 
January 6, 1931, the Chairman of the Town Committee appointed John D. Kinney as the Chief of 
Police, thereby making him the first Police Chief for the Department.  Officer William L. Knoll was 
appointed Sergeant, thus becoming the first Sergeant for the Department. 
 
      On November 24, 1931, Sergeant William Knoll received a Proclamation from the Town 
Committee for his actions on November 8th of that year.  On this date, Sergeant Knoll, unaided, 
arrested Wilford Flood on Spring Street.  Flood had recently escaped from the Lucerne County Jail 
where he was awaiting a transfer to the Eastern Penitentiary in Philadelphia, PA.  Flood was serving 
a life sentence for Murder.  Sergeant Knoll was commended in the highest terms for his alertness, 
intelligence, and bravery in apprehending a desperate criminal. 
 

For the first 20 years, Police Officers patrolled the Town on foot.  By 1930, more and more 
motor vehicles began appearing on the roadways, which were constantly being improved.  In 
January of 1932, Chief Kinney made a request to the Town Committee for the purchase of a patrol 
vehicle.  Representatives from several motor vehicle companies presented their ideas for a patrol 
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ /ƘƛŜŦ YƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ 
request for a patrol vehicle. 

 
On November 29, 1934, Chief John Kinney died in the line of duty.  Chief Kinney was taking an 

individual to jail after making an arrest when he suddenly collapsed.  He is only Newton Police 
ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ŘǳǘȅΦ  {ƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ƘƛŜŦ YƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ Officer Harry Simmons was 
appointed the position of Chief of Police, making him the second Chief of the Department. 
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Police Officer using the Police-
Light Telephone System. 

bŜǿǘƻƴ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ 
the 1939 Chevy utilized by the Detroit Police Department 
which is pictured here. 

9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳŜ 
!ƭƻƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άtƻƭƛŎŜ /ƭŀǿǎέ 
commonly used by Police 
Officers in the early half of the 
century.  

 On December 30, 1938, the citizens of the Town of Newton formed a 
corporation known as the Textile Workers of Newton, who worked at the 
Sussex Dye and Print Works Inc. on Sparta Avenue.  Due to the Textile Strikes 
that were occurring around the country during this time, the corporation was 
fearful that they would be attacked for opening the new plant.  They 
petitioned the Town Committee for Police protection to insure their safety 
and the protection of life and limb in going to and from work. 
 
 The Town Committee recognized that the Police Department was 
unable to provide adequate police protection to cope with such an 
emergency.  The Town Committee made a formal request to the Governor of 
New Jersey, A. Harry Moore, that he order Colonel Mark O. Kimberling, the 
Superintendent of the New Jersey State Police, to detail State Troopers to 
Newton to assist as needed.  Colonel Kimberling detailed State Troopers to assist the Newton 
Police Department for several weeks.  No incidents of violence occurred. 
 
 As the Department grew in size and responsibility, a more formal rank structure was 
developed.  On March 26, 1940, the Town Committee passed an ordinance establishing the 
structure of the Police Department.  The ordinance stated that the Police Department shall consist 
of Chief of Police, Regular Police Officers, and Special Police Officers. 
 
 In February of 1941, the Sussex Telephone Company was authorized to 
install a Police-Light Telephone System in order to separate calls for service 
for the Police Department and the Fire Department.  By March, the 
installation had been completed and was working satisfactorily.  The Police 
Lights were installed at the intersection of Spring Street and Madison Street, 
on Spring Street, and also in the County Park. 
 
    Around the same time, the Town Committee authorized the Town 
Attorney to prepare specifications for the leasing of a police car.  Several bids 
were received by the Town Committee to lease a police car based on the 
following specifications: 
 

 Used car, 1939 or later 

 2 door sedan or coach 

 Color:  black 

 Less than 25,000 miles 

 5 new tires with new tubes 

 Set of chains for rear tires 

 Heater and defroster 

 Combination light and siren 

 Tool kit, a jack, and a pump 

 [ŜǘǘŜǊƛƴƎΣ άbŜǿǘƻƴ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘέ  
 
      The Town Committee had two cars to choose from for a police car, a 1939 Plymouth P8 and a 
1939 Chevrolet 2 door sedan.  The Committee chose the Chevrolet 2 door sedan for the Police 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŎŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ WΦwΦ wƻƻŦ ŀǘ ŀ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ Ϸнр ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ 
was used less than 1,000 miles a month and $30 a month if the car was used more than 1,000 miles 
a month. 
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Newton Police Officer Chester 
Zukowski from 1953. 

      In November of 1941, the United States Post Office Inspector asked Chief Harry Simmons for 
cooperation in guarding the transfers and shipments of quantities of currency and cash between 
the Railroad Depot and the Post Office building.  Similarly, the Presidents of the local banks asked 
for cooperation in regards to the transfers of money from the local banks to and from the US Post 
Office and the Railroad Express Office.  The requests were granted and the officers of the Police 
Department would assist the US Post Office and the local banks as needed. 
 
      In March of 1942, the Town Committee authorized Chief Simmons to assign an officer to 
police headquarters 24 hours a day.  This allowed the Town residents to be able to call the station 
and speak directly with an officer at any given time.  The Town Committee also approved the 
installation of a two-way radio at the police station. 
 
      In 1942, the Newton Police Department saw one of its officers go off to war.  On July 27th, 
hŦŦƛŎŜǊ 9ƳƳŜǘǘ ά¢ŜŘέ [Ŝeper was granted a leave of absence for active military service with the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǊƳȅ ŦƻǊ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΦ  hƴŎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ [ŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ Řǳǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
allowed to return to his position as a Police Officer.  On February 1, 1943, Emmett Leeper returned 
from his tour of duty with the US Army and resumed his position as a Police Officer with the 
Department. 
 
      During the 1940s and 1950s, the officers worked 8-hour shifts and there 
were two officers per shift.  Dayshift was from 8am to 4pm and consisted of 
the Chief of Police and a Patrolman.  The afternoon shift was from 4pm to 
midnight and the night shift was from midnight until 8am.  During the 
afternoon shift, there was an over lapping shift from 8pm to 4am in which an 
officer was assigned to foot patrol in the business district.  The officer would 
maintain his post until midnight, at which time the officer on foot patrol 
would partner with the incoming officer and they would go on two man patrol 
until 4am.  The midnight officer would then work alone until 8am when he 
was relieved by the dayshift officer. 
 
      On January 1, 1954, the Town Committee hired W.A. Turnbull to run the 
Police Department.  Turnbull, a retired New Jersey State Trooper, was appointed Chief of Police.  
/ƘƛŜŦ IŀǊǊȅ {ƛƳƳƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƳƻǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ tƻƭƛŎŜΦ  ¢ǳǊƴōǳƭƭΩǎ 
appointment as Chief of Police only lasted a month.  He was demoted to regular officer and Harry 
Simmons was reappointed as Chief of Police.  The position of Assistant Chief of Police was 
abolished. 
 
     1954 saw the retirement of Chief Harry Simmons.  Chief Simmons was hired as a Police Officer 
in 1929 and served the Town of Newton for 25 years.  On January 1, 1955, Sergeant Cortelyou 
Fisher was appointed to the position of Chief of Police, making him the third Chief of the 
Department. 
 
      During this decade, the location of the police station changed several times.  The police 
station moved from its original location on Spring Street to Trinity Street, where the Central Plaza 
Parking Lot is now located.  Several years later the location of the police station changed again.   
 
      The Police Department had one patrol car for the officers.  A two-way radio system was 
installed in the patrol car and this greatly improved police services for citizens of Newton.  The 
radio system was run through Sparta Township. 
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Photo from the New Jersey Herald of Chief 
Cortelyoǳ CƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ 

Chief Joseph Mussolini sitting at his desk. 

PBA Local 138 Shield 

      In 1956, the Town of Newton changed its form of municipal government and decided to 
operate under the Faulkner Act.  The Act provided many choices for communities with a preference 
for a strong executive and professional management of municipal affairs.  The Town follows the 
Council-Manager plan.  The Town Committee would now be known as the Town Council. 
 

hƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мнΣ мфрфΣ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛŎŜƳŀƴΩǎ .enevolent Association Local 138 
was officially chartered.  PBA Local 138 became the first Law Enforcement 
organization in Sussex County.  Members of PBA Local 138 were comprised of 
officers from Newton Police, Sparta Township Police, Franklin Police, 
Hopatcong Police, Jefferson Township Police, and Hackettstown Police.  The 
first President of the Local was Newton Police Officer Clarence Metzgar.  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŀƳŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ bŜǿǘƻƴ tƻƭƛŎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ /ƭŀǊŜƴŎŜ άLǎƘέ CǊƛŜŘƭŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 

the Small Fry Fishing Contest which is held annually on the grounds of what is now the Sussex 
County Community College.  The Small Fry Fishing Contest is still held today and recently 
celebrated its 50 Year Anniversary in 2009. 
 
      An important dynamic affecting law enforcement was the growing importance of education 
and training.  Physical prowess, once the most important attribute for Police Officers, was now 
tempered by the need to grasp the new technology crucial to police work, to recognize recent laws 
regarding police conduct, and to understand the behavior of the people they confronted on duty.  
All officers were required to graduate from an 11-week residential Basic Training Course at the 
New Jersey State Police Academy in Sea Girt, NJ. 
 
    On December 31, 1962, Chief Cortelyou Fisher retired from 
the Department.  Chief Fisher served the Newton Police 
Department for more than 30 years.  He was hired as a Patrolman 
on March 22, 1932.  Prior to being hired as a full time officer, Chief 
Fisher served as a Special Officer. 
 
      On January 27, 1964, Sgt. Joseph Mussolini was promoted to 
Chief of Police.  Chief Mussolini had been acting Chief for 13 
months.  He became the fourth Chief of Police for the Newton 
Police Department. 
 
     During the 1960s, the location of the Newton Police 
Department changed again.  This time, it moved across the street to 
a new facility in the Town Hall which was located at 39 Trinity Street. 
 
      Rule #34 of the Rules and Regulations of the Police Department defined which uniform the 
Officers would wear and during what season they would be worn.  There were three different 
uniforms.  During the winter months, Officers wore a blue overcoat, blue shirt, blue tie, blue hat, 
and blue trousers.  During the spring months, Officers would wear a single breasted blouse, which 
had an open neck with lapels, blue shirt, blue tie, blue trousers, black shoes, and a blue hat.  During 
the summer months, Officers wore a blue shirt, a blue tie, blue trousers, a white hat, and black 
shoes.  
 
      The decade of the 1970s began with Chief Joseph 
Mussolini approaching retirement.  Working under the Chief 
were Sergeants Ralph Carey and Clarence Friedland.  These 
three commanded nine Patrolmen, eight Special Officers, ten 
crossing guards, and a full time meter maid.  At the time, the 
department had one marked patrol car and one unmarked 
patrol car. 


